LAKESHORE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

THE OPEN DOOR
Nov/Dec 2021

"Behold, I have set before thee an open door..." Revelations 3:8

JOIN US FOR WORSHIP IN THE SANCTUARY
SUNDAY 10AM
-OR-

ACCESS THE LIVESTREAM OF SUNDAY'S WORSHIP

Online – meet.google.com/rik-bqqf-rye
Phone – (929) 282-0976 at prompt
enter 574 737 948 #
The Message
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Jan 16
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From the Pastor's Desk
Dear Lakeshore Church Family Friends,
On November 10, your Deacons and Elders participated in their annual Planning Retreat. The
group focused on listing and discussing
Lakeshore's STRENGTHS, WEAKNESSES,
OPPORTUNITIES AND CHALLENGES. The longest list was of Lakeshore's STRENGTHS. They
included:
Office Manager, Bev Matlas' enhancements to our weekly bulletin, monthly newsletter,
and monthly financial reports, etc
Our church building
Being a warm and friendly congregation for our own church family, and newcomers
Being debt free while having some small reserves
Having three pastors
Having multiple, talented people (Brian Nichol, Cassidy Gerrow, Joselyn Gerrow) to
operate our sound system and cameras for Sunday morning services
Traditional Sunday Service and Traditional Hymns
Recent church building improvements to heating/air conditioning, sidewalks, painting the
Christian Education Rooms, and landscaping improvements
Members volunteer to get things done such as: keeping the LED sign updated with current
events, repairs to the facilities (most recently the LED sign failing the light)
Volunteers who prepare the coffee and snacks for Fellowship time after worship
Being handicapped accessible
Location on Lakeshore Road
Enthusiastic church family
Pastor Bre's talent as pianist
Pastor Diane's leadership in Sunday School and Vacation Bible School
The number of people joining us for worship via Google Meet and Facebook
The list of WEAKNESSES included:
Low membership numbers
Older congregation
Few children
Too much "stuff" is being saved with limited storage space
continued on page 3

Community Corner
The Pastor's Desk (cont'd )
The list of CHALLENGES included:
Working with the new PACE Center behind our church building in a way that benefits
PACE and Lakeshore Church
Enough money to balance the budget
Encouraging young families to become part of our church family
Organize the choir and bell choir
Deal with conflict so that we always treat one another respectfully
CHRISTMAS is the season that many people find to be the most depressing as they
experience CHRISTMAS without loved ones. CHRISTMAS s also the season when our
neighbors will check out Lakeshore Church. Please be on the alert to introduce yourself
to people you may not know. This will help to make visitors feel welcomed and accepted.
You'll find in this OPEN DOOR many church family activities taking place during the
month of December. Come and enjoy your friends in the Lakeshore Church family, while
also being on the lookout for visitors who want to know that you notice them and accept
them. We will have many opportunities to share GOOD CHEER this CHRISTMAS.

Pastor Bill

Worship With Our Neighbors
Join us for Worship at 2pm each Sunday in the activities/recreation room at The Village
of Lake Huron Woods.
The residents, some of which are members of our congregation, are so pleased and
grateful that Pastors Bill, Diane, and Roxie will rotate leading the service each week.
The Worship Service is open to everyone- masks required.
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When she was done I took a chance and asked if she’d like my
friend and I to pray for her. You should have seen her
expression! Apparently it never occurred to her imaginary
people could pray, too.

Use Me As I Am

I’m going to be honest with you - it doesn’t always
occur to me to look in a mirror before I walk out the
door. Or even, sad to say, at times to remember to have
showered first. Or, more likely, I DO know I’m a mess
but think, ‘Oh, I’m just going to the post office after
hours, no one will be there so it won’t matter what I
look (or smell) like.” But then I’ll go out in the world
and, perhaps, lock my keys in the car. With my wallet.
And phone. And there’s no choice except to ask to
borrow someone else’s phone to call for roadside
assistance.
I wish I could say I learned my lesson the first time that
happened (or even second . . . or third . . . well, you get
the picture) but I’m fairly certain that somewhere in the
distant past I inadvertently signed up for a lifetime
membership to God’s Humility Program, and He never
forgot.
A couple of months ago, when I drove to a secluded
place to stroll, I forgot how bad I looked, smelled and
forgot to grab a hat to cover my messy hair so when the
place was inaccessible I went to a public walking path. I
was on the phone to a friend, Pam, and since I was
walking my (patchy-fur-missing, underweight) pit bull
and my hands were busy with him I tucked my phone
into a piece of clothing where it wasn’t visible to
anyone. And then proceeded to walk, talk, and laugh,
in public, with no one knowing about the phone.
(Please, do NOT imagine THAT picture.)
So imagine my surprise when a (perfectly sane,
intelligent, well dressed, and probably clean smelling,
too) woman walked up and started talking with me.
(As far as I’m concerned, she earned the award of
“Least Judgmental Person EVER”.)
When she started confiding about a problem she had I
told her that my friend could hear her, but since she
probably thought Pam was imaginary it didn’t bother
her and she continued to vent.

While pulling my phone out of it’s hiding place I was SO sure
God was going to use this for His entertainment purposes and
disconnect the call, and there’d no evidence of a real friend at
all. But thank You, Lord, Pam was still on the other end of the
connection and the three of us talked a few more minutes
about faith, and then prayed together.
Dear God, thank You, thank You, thank You for the
opportunities you give us to be a conduit of Your love and
Grace to others, for we know that’s our ultimate purpose here
on earth.
May we, with ever increasing frequency (and humility), allow
You to lead us to be at the right time and place even without
our awareness of ‘why’. And may we recognize those moments,
in the moment, to share You no matter what we look - or smell like. And PLEASE, Dear God, have the other person stand upwind of us if it will behoove them!
Thank You (I think) that You use us, even at our worst.
In Jesus Name, AMEN! Yes, God! Amen!

Pearl Vermander

Thank You For Sharing Your Treasures

The Lakeshore Church Family has come together for a
successful 2022 Stewardship Campaign. Thus far, 43
Joyful Response Cards have been returned and several
more are expected next week.
Once all the cards have been returned, we will share
the total of what our church family plans to set aside in
2022 to support the ministries of Lakeshore
Presbyterian Church.
Some families may prefer to not turn in a card with
their estimate of planned giving but, their support is
has a welcome as those who have returned a Joyful
Response Card.
THANK YOU ALL!
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Community Corner

UPCOMING

Events

As we prepare for the birth of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ, the Evangelism and Outreach Committee invites
you to attend several Christmas events they have planned during the month of December. If you are interested in
attending an event(s) but need a ride, please contact the church office (810) 385-4531 and we will find someone to
bring you to the event.
The E&O Committee has been busy planning many new events for the coming year. They welcome any event ideas
you way want them to explore. Watch for upcoming events on our website (visitlakeshore.com), facebook page,
and future copies of THE OPEN DOOR.

Come and enjoy all of the Christmas celebrations!

Christmas Potluck
December 15
6pm

Cbristmas Band
Concert
December 19
7pm
December 19
10 am

December 24
7pm
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Birthdays & Anniversaries
Nov 23
25
Dec 7
14
16
23
25

Melissa Tabor
23
Ella Burde
Pat Martin
14
Kevin & Brenda Losey 15
Mike & Suzette Nett 19
Marcia Schurer
24
Pat Moses

Finance Snapshot
October 31, 2021
Income: $ 9,732.11
Expenses: $19,675.73

Roxie Davis
Pat Eppley
Holly Anderson
Richard Bolman
Mary Chenault

Investments @09/30/21
Thrivent:
$43,318.47
New Covenant:
$38,462.06
Presbyterian Fndn: $22,974.27

Oh What Fun....

In Our Thoughts and Prayers

It has been so much fun to be able to get together again to
share a meal, a story and a smile with members of our
congregation, friends and newcomers to our church.

Brian Nichol - prayers for full recovery from
stroke

Mark your calendars for the 3rd
Wednesday of the month and
plan to join us for a potluck
meal. Not much of a cook?
Don't have time to prepare a
dish? Don't let that stop you. There is always plenty of food to
share.
Contact the church office
(810) 385-4531 if you need a
ride to the potlucks.

Mike Nett- continued prayers to regain
strength and mobility
Sheila Miller - prayers for improvement in
eyesight
Prayers for all family and friends who are
recovering from COVID
Prayers for those who are alone, or lonely
this Christmas Season
Prayers for those traveling to visit family and
friends this Christmas Season

Next potluck - January 19, 6pm

On-Line Giving

Coming in January
A Women's Bible Study, based on the book, You Were Made
for This Moment by Max Lucado
is scheduled for Monday 1/10, 1/17,1/24,
and 1/31 from 4pm to 6pm in the
Christian Education Room.
Contact Sue Dykstra (810) 404-2275,
marstondykstra@gmail.com for more
information.

On-line giving via PayPal is now an option.
Go to: https://www.paypal.com/donate?
hosted_button_id=S2SYKCN3ADEN4

click on the icon OR
above

sponsored by Lakeshore Presbyterian Church Women's Circle

scan the QR code
above

FAST .........SAFE.....SECURE
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Children's Zone
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